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men. It may be justified in the case of the Madras Army. I hope
to God it is. It certainly is not in the case of the Bengal Army.
Personally I don't trust one of these regiments. There has already
been trouble over these wretched cartridges. The 68th appear to be

unaffected at present, but------" he broke oft in brooding silence.  But

the number had struck a chord in Delacey's memory.

" The 68th, sir?   Are they here?"

" They were here : they've gone to Bareilly. Why, do you know
them?"

"No, sir, not exactly. But I know, or at least know of, one of
the officers. Ridley."

tf Ah, yes, Ridley. A good officer. Poor fellow/' He caught the
enquiring look in Delacey's eyes. " He went to Delhi on special
duty some weeks ago. I'm afraid that not many British officers in
Delhi are alive to-day."

Delacey knew a sudden, quick hope. He did not really desire the
death of a man he had never seen or, indeed, of any man at the
hands of the mutineers. No, of course not. But with Ridley out of

the way------   He missed part of the next sentence, only heard its

conclusion.

"------ had to  send  a company of the 32nd   to Wheeler in

Cawnpore. Yes, we are definitely on the edge of a volcano. But I
understand," he added with a shade of bitterness, " that Lord
Canning does not want my opinion. He desires to find out for
himself. Through you. And, indeed, I myself would be glad of
any fresh information."

" Anything I may find out is, of course, at your disposal, sir."

" Thank you, Captain Delacey. It will be most useful. Not as to
this city. That, I am unfortunately certain, is on the verge of revolt
But the country districts. They were miserably oppressed by Wazid
Ali; they should be grateful to us. They may be. I don't know. But
if I may suggest------"

" I should value any suggestions, sir.'*

" I would suggest that you try and get the feeling in the country
districts. My own impression is that this is primarily a military
revolt, though naturally the badmashes will take advantage of
any turmoil that may arise. Some of the Taluqdars are, I know,
disaffected. But the disaffection may be more widespread
than we realise. If it is, God help us all. For we are all in His
hands."

"Your suggestion is an excellent one, sir. Any particular dis-
trict where I might make a start?"

Sir Henry stroked his beard. " H'm, yes." He glanced at a large
scale map of the Province of Oudh. "The king had a summer